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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

March 11, 2016 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission Room 

Salem, Oregon  
 

Attending: 
The following attended all, or part of, the meeting: 
  
FPTF Representing 
Ken Bierly Public-at-Large 
Bill Cunningham Public-at-Large 
Doug DeHart Fishing and Conservation 
David Heller Public-at-Large 
Stuart Myers Fishing and Conservation 
Richard Burke O’Brien Water Users 
Willie Tiffany Water Users 
 
ODFW Title 
Greg Apke Statewide Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
Tim Hardin In-stream Flow Specialist, Salem 
Ken Loffink Assistant Statewide Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
Lisa Kingsley Fish Screening and Passage Program Assistant, Salem 
Art Martin ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Liaison, Salem 
Alan Ritchey Fish Screening and Passage Program Manager, Salem 
  
ODOT Title 
William Warncke Aquatic Biology and Fish Passage Program Coordinator 
 
Public Representing 
Tyler Alexander Oregon Farm Bureau 
Scott Wright River Design  
 
 
Not Attending  Representing 
Kim Kambak Water Users  
Harry Rectenwald Fishing and Conservation  



2 
 

   

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
MEETING AGENDA 

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife, Commission Room 
Salem, Oregon 

Friday – March 11, 2016 
~9:00am  ------ Call to Order & Welcome and Introductions ----- 
~9:05 a Review & Approve Agenda Nov 2015 & Feb. 10 2016 Meeting Minutes (Chair Tiffany) 
~9:10 a Review Action Items (Kingsley) 
~9:15 b Task Force Member Round-table Discussions (All) 
~10:00 a Chair & Vice Chairperson Elections and Appointments (Apke) 
~10:10 b Legislative Session Update (Tiffany & Apke) 
~10:20 b American Fisheries Society Meeting Update (Apke) 
~10:30 b Salmon Super Hwy Updates (Bierly & Heller) 
~10:40 ---Break---  
~10:55 b Recognition of Fish Passage Partners (Kambak) 
~11:30 b ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Liaison Program Updates (Art Martin) 
~12:00pm d Working Lunch Session (Wimer & Fielder Dam Removals – Scott Wright) 
~1:00 a Public Comment Period 
~1:30 b,c ODFW Program Updates (staff) 

• Fish Passage Exemptions 
o c W Fk Coyote Creek Exemption 
o c Seubert Exemption 
o c Herrera Exemption 

• Department of Forestry - Fish Passage MOU Update 
• Artificial Beaver Dam Update 

~3:00 a Seasonally Varying Flows (Tim Hardin) 
~3:30 ---Break---  
~3:40 b December 2015 Storm and Emergency Actions & Fish Passage (Myers) 
~4:10 b Passage Banking Habitat Calculator Analysis & Updates (Warncke, ODOT & Martin) 
~4:45 a Meeting Recap and Actions Items (Kingsley) 
~5:00     **** Meeting Adjourn ****  
 
Agenda Item Types: a – Business 
   b – Information 
   c – Recommendation 
   d – Work Session 
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1.  Call to Order & Welcome and Introductions 
Willie Tiffany, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m., and introductions were made. 
 
2.  Review and Approve Agenda; November 2015 and February 2016 Meeting Minutes  
Handout: 
Draft Fish Passage Task Force November 20, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
Draft Fish Passage Task Force February 10, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 
The Task Force reviewed the minutes from the November 20, 2015 and  
February 10, 2016 meetings.   
 
Motion:  
Ken Bierly moved to approve the minutes as written for the November 20, 2015 and February 10, 
2016 Fish Passage Task Force meetings.  Stuart Myers seconded the motion, and the Task Force 
approved 7-0.   
 
3.  Review Action Items  
All action items were completed except that a tour of culverts to be repaired under the culvert repair 
programmatic has not yet been scheduled. 
 
4.  Task Force Member Round-table Discussions 
Willie Tiffany  
Willie Tiffany discussed the Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) Willamette Valley Projects.  ACE is 
preparing to review the projects and will evaluate how the reservoirs are filled and water is released 
over time.   
 
Bill Cunningham 
Bill Cunningham provided an update on the Bend Whitewater Park.  The park closed shortly after a 
soft opening in 2015 for some safety enhancements.  The park reopened in February. 
 
The wild and scenic designation for the Crooked River was moved downstream of Bowman Dam.  
This designation change may allow for the siting of a hydroelectric facility at the dam. 
 
Lawsuits were recently filed by WaterWatch of Oregon and the Center for Biological Diversity 
regarding water flow management of the Upper Deschutes River for the Endangered Species Act 
protected Oregon spotted.  
 
Cunningham recently volunteered, for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), 
placing Chinook fry in the upper Metolius River and Lake Creek springs as part of an effort to 
reintroduce anadromous fish in the upper reaches of the Crooked River Basin.   
 
Burke O’Brien 
Burke O’Brien noted there is an excellent wet snow pack throughout Oregon this year.   
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After the fires last year near John Day, a new monitoring station was placed to evaluate river flows, 
and work was completed placing sandbags and earthwork berms to protect Canyon City from 
potential flooding this spring.  O’Brien had anticipated a lot of debris flowing downstream, but he 
noted the South Fork John Day River does not appear to have been impacted.   
 
Forest management and cattle grazing in streams has been discussed recently; possible removal of 
grazing permits on federal lands is concerning local ranchers.  
 
Stuart Myers 
Stuart Myers discussed a restoration project to be completed on the Clackamas River.  The area was 
part of a previously quarried area just upstream of Barton Park.  The floodplain restoration, repair 
of grade, and riparian planting effort will provide habitat for fish, turtles, amphibians, and other 
wildlife.   
 
Several storms late in 2015 have damaged road structures throughout Northwest Oregon, including 
a number of fish passage barriers.  Many of these crossings were either on private land or public 
roads, but not scheduled for replacement, so funds had not been identified to replace them with fish 
friendly alternatives.  In some instances, when the emergency work to repair the crossings was 
completed, conditions for fish were made worse.   
 
Doug DeHart 
Doug DeHart discussed the efforts to remove several hydroelectric dams in the Klamath Basin.  The 
dams are operated as part of the Klamath Hydroelectric Project.  The project blocks fish migration 
and causes significant habitat issues.   
 
The cost to renovate and improve the dams does not make economic sense, so an agreement was 
negotiated for the removal of the project.  After several years, federal funding to assist with the 
removals has not been approved and efforts to remove the dams with other funds are ongoing.  
 
Ken Bierly 
Ken Bierly described ongoing efforts to raise funds to provide fish passage at Opal Springs Dam.  
Approximately $1 million is still needed to complete the project.    
 
Tillamook County is working to replace undersized culverts to stream simulation criteria.  As this 
work is completed, there may be opportunities to reach members of the public about the benefits of 
providing fish passage. 
 
Discussion continued on the storm events of 2015, particularly in the North Coast and lower 
Columbia River areas.  Greg Apke plans to meet with several County Road and Public Works 
Departments to discuss fish passage requirements when emergency work is done in response to 
storms and how to plan for future storms responses and meeting passage rules and regulations.   
 
Bierly suggested ODFW prepare a “What Happens When a Storm Hits” brochure to address fish 
passage.   
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Dave Heller 
Dave Heller noted May 21, 2016 is the second annual World Fish Migration Day.   
Action:  
Greg Apke will distribute a link to the website for World Fish Migration Day. 
 
Heller discussed a report produced after Hurricane Irene including information on how appropriate 
sized road stream crossings performed versus undersized crossings.  The report detailed the costs 
associated with infrastructure repair and economic losses. 
 
Action: 
Dave Heller will distribute the report on road stream crossings produced after Hurricane Irene. 
 
6.  Chair & Vice Chairperson Elections and Appointments 
The Task Force considered officers for 2016. 
 
Motion: 
Burke O’Brien nominated Stuart Myers for Vice Chair.  Ken Bierly seconded the motion, and the 
Task Force approved 7-0. 
 
Motion: 
Willie Tiffany nominated Doug DeHart for Chair.  Bill Cunningham seconded the motion, and the 
Task Force approved 7-0. 
 
8.  Salmon Super Hwy Updates 
Bierly provided an update on the Tillamook – Nestucca Salmon Super Highway Project.  In 2016, 
ODFW plans to remove the East Fork of the South Fork Trask River Dam and Tillamook County 
will complete some culvert replacement projects.  Funds are being sought from Healthy Watershed 
Initiative to prepare designs for other fish passage projects to be completed through the Salmon 
Super Highway Project. 

 
Oregon State Parks purchased property for a new park in Tillamook County.  Planning is underway 
for the new park, but staff have been resistant to removal of a dike that would benefit fish passage.  
They are interested in removing an existing tide gate at an aging box culvert on the dike, but they 
would like to leave the dike in place to showcase a freshwater wetland on one side of the dike and a 
saltwater wetland on the other side.   
 
US Forest Service’s Chief heard of the Salmon Super Highway Project at a celebration of the 
Legacy Roads and Trails Program’s completion of 1,000 fish passage projects nationwide.  The 
Chief will review a proposal for direct funding for the Salmon Super Highway Project.   
 
Additional recognition for the project is being pursued through a Facebook page and website 
(www.salmonsuperhwy.org).  A fundraising kickoff will also be held at Pelican Brewery in 
Tillamook on April 6, 2016.   

 
  

http://www.salmonsuperhwy.org/
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7.  Recognition of Fish Passage Partners 
Handout: 
Draft Fish Passage Partner Award Information & Criteria 
Draft Fish Passage Partner Award Nomination Form 
 
The Task Force continued discussion from the November 20, 2015 meeting on a potential award to 
recognize partners who provide fish passage in creative and collaborative manners.  The award 
would be recommended by the Task Force and presented by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission.   
 
Action: 
Ken Bierly will coordinate with Kim Kambak regarding the potential award.  If appropriate, the 
Task Force would consider this item at a conference call before the next scheduled meeting.  
 
12. ODOT-ODFW Fish Passage Liaison Program Updates 
Art Martin, ODFW-Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) Fish Passage Liaison, 
introduced himself.  Martin has worked for ODFW in a variety of positions that provided 
experience with mitigation banking, wetland banking, and preparing rules.  Martin also has 
previously worked as ODFW’s ODOT Liaison. 
 
Fish Passage Mitigation Pilot Project Agreement 
Handout: 
ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Mitigation Pilot Project Agreement – Project Tracking Spreadsheet- 
March 10, 2016 
 
Projects to be completed under the Fish Passage Mitigation Pilot Project Agreement are being 
scoped.  The agreement is limited to the North Coast, 12 waiver sites, and expires at the end of 
2018.  Culverts are excluded if there is more than ½ mile of habitat above the site.   
 
Martin reported that six sites have been determined eligible, eight have been eliminated, and eight 
are still being scoped.  Once the scoping is complete, ODOT will consider the potential waiver 
sites.    
 
In several cases, potential sites impact less than ½ mile of habitat because there is an upstream 
barrier that blocks passage.  Sites that impact less than ½ mile of habitat also are mostly in areas 
with resident fish and do not impact anadromous species.    
 
DeHart noted that the sites with upstream barriers are eligible for the pilot project.  Heller expressed 
concern that opportunity for work on the upstream barrier may be disincentivized because the 
waiver is in place.  The Task Force discussed considering this in the recommendations for a larger 
program.   
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ODOT Culvert Repair Fish Passage Pilot Programmatic Agreement 
Handout: 
ODOT Culvert Repair Fish Passage Pilot Programmatic Agreement – Project Tracking 
Spreadsheet- March 10, 2016 
 
Culverts to be repaired under the ODOT Culvert Repair Fish Passage Pilot Programmatic 
Agreement are being scoped.   The agreement is limited to the area west of the Cascades, excluding 
the North Coast, and the project expires at the end of 2017.  Projects are not required to meet full 
fish passage criteria, but they must provide an incremental benefit to passage at each site. 
 
29 culverts have been reviewed.  During review, several sites were determined to not have native 
migratory fish present.  These sites would be eligible for an exemption due to lack of appreciable 
habitat upstream of the ODOT facilities.  Five sites have been approved for mitigation.  Four are 
pending design work and are expected to be constructed in 2016.  Nine more are actively being 
scoped.   
 
When scoping began, ODOT intended to focus work within one corridor (Hwy 38), but of the many 
culverts in that corridor, only four were eligible for the repair programmatic.  Because so few 
projects were eligible, ODOT has expanded the scoping to maximize the use of the agreement. 
 
The Task Force discussed the requirement that incremental fish passage be provided at each site 
when repair work is completed.  The incremental benefit may not outweigh the cost to complete the 
work.  The Task Force discussed considering this in the recommendations for a larger program.   
 
15. ODFW Program Updates 
Exemptions, Waivers, and Passage Plan Approvals 
Handout: 
ODFW Fish Passage Program Approvals, Waivers & Exemptions Updates (11/30/15-3/11/16) 
 
Ken Loffink, ODFW Assistant Fish Passage Coordinator, distributed the list of fish passage 
approval, waivers and exemptions completed from  
November 19, 2015 thru March 11, 2016.   
 
Seubert Exemption Application 
The Task Force continued review from the November 20, 2015 meeting of the Seubert Exemption 
application.   
 
Loffink presented a fish passage exemption request from Seubert Excavators, Inc. for two ponds in 
Malheur County that block passage to .9 miles of habitat.   
 
The ponds were constructed in the early 1970’s and used for dust control and quarry operations.  To 
retain the water right, the owner/operators were required by Oregon Water Resources Department 
(OWRD) to either provide fish passage or show that passage is not required by ODFW.   
 
The Task Force inquired about upstream connectivity and downstream barriers.  Loffink responded 
that the stream is spring fed and does not connect with any other streams upstream.  Downstream 
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there are 19 known artificial obstructions, including the I-84 culvert at Baker Road, which is a 
complete barrier.  
 
Staff have reviewed the request and determined that providing passage at these ponds would 
provide no appreciable benefit to native migratory fish.   
 
Motion: 
Ken Bierly moved to recommend approval of the Seubert exemption.  Burke O’Brien seconded the 
motion, and the Task Force approved 7-0. 
 
Unnamed Tributary to West Fork Coyote Creek Exemption Application 
Greg Apke, ODFW Fish Passage Coordinator, presented a request for a fish passage exemption on 
an unnamed tributary to West Fork Coyote Creek in Lane County.  This exemption is for a 
previously constructed reservoir owned by a private landowner.  The pond was constructed without 
permits from Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL) or Oregon Water Resources Department 
(OWRD).   
 
The applicant has been working cooperatively with both DSL and OWRD and is working to certify 
a water right with OWRD, but certification is contingent on fish screening and passage approval.    
 
The pond is located on an unnamed tributary to Coyote Creek in the Long Tom River Basin above 
Fern Ridge Reservoir near the town of Veneta.  Downstream of the exemption site, there are several 
fish passage barriers including a series of in river ponds.   
 
Coyote Creek is highly altered at the site including a paved path and driveway directly bordering 
the stream.  The temperature can be high and there is poor water and habitat quality throughout the 
area.  ODFW surveyed the area and no native migratory fish species were sampled during the 
survey.  Non-native fish species were located downstream of the site. 
 
Staff have reviewed the request and determined that providing passage at the pond would provide 
no appreciable benefit to native migratory fish.   
 
ODFW plans to seek public comment on this fish passage waiver in the near future.   
 
The Task Force expressed concern about recommending an exemption for a project that may be in 
violation of other state laws and potentially pending enforcement from another agency.   
 
Motion: 
Ken Bierly moved to recommend approval of the exemption conditioned such that staff only 
approve the exemption if there is not a DSL violation pending.  If there is a DSL enforcement 
pending, then Task Force would remove their recommendation.  The motion was not seconded, and 
failed to move forward. 
 
The Task Force will reconsider the request at a future meeting once the public comment period has 
ended and there is clarity about the status of potential pending enforcement. 
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8.  Wimer & Fielder Dam Removals 
Scott Wright, Principal Engineer/Project Manager, from River Design Group presented information 
on the Fielder and Wimer Dam removal projects in the Rogue Basin.  These two projects were on 
ODFW’s Top 10 Statewide Fish Passage Priority List. 

 
Wright provided an overview of dam removal including common dam removal issues, sediment 
management, safety, permitting processes, construction, how people are impacted by dam removal, 
and lessons learned.   

 
Fielder Dam 
Fielder Dam was a concrete structure built in the early 1900’s approximately 20 feet high with a 
weir crest length of approximately 260 feet.   
 
Historically, the dam was used as an irrigation diversion, but all the ditches that had transported 
water from the dam were filled in and no water had been taken from the barrier for quite some time.    
 
While preparing for dam removal, the sediment behind the dam was evaluated.  The samples 
showed very clean gravel deposits behind the dam with no sand present.  Because previous 
sediment evaluations were conducted in the watershed during evaluation prior to two previous dam 
removal that were not contaminated, and smaller sands that contaminates cling to were not present 
at the site, contaminate testing of the sediment was not required.   
 
Prior to dam removal, the area upstream of the dam was mostly dry during the summer and what 
small amount of water remained was not ideal for native fish.   
 
Original design plans from the 1930’s, when the concrete dam was constructed, were located.  They 
provided valuable information on bedrock placement and where the historic channel had been 
located.   
 
The removal project did not include removal of the sediment behind the structure.  Sediment 
dispersal from the site is anticipated in the first two winters.  During lower flows, water is expected 
to go subsurface as it does naturally in other areas of the river. 
 
Each year, downstream irrigators remove some sediment creating a hole for their pump irrigation 
systems in stream.  The irrigators may be affected as the sediment moves downstream and they may 
need to do a bit more removal to place their pump irrigation systems in stream. 
 
The dam removal concept was proposed for a two phase approach.  Phase one would include 
isolation of one portion of the dam with all remaining stream flows going through the existing fish 
ladder or over the dam.  After the first portion of the dam had been removed, phase two would 
isolate the other portion of the dam and it would be removed as water flowed through the newly 
opened channel.  Due to the drought and extremely low water year, much of the demolition was 
completed without water in the creek, so the anticipated two phase approach was not necessary.  
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As worksite isolation and fish salvage began, Oregon State Police and Jackson County Sheriff staff 
were onsite to help maintain public safety.  There were local protestors, but no arrests were made 
and the protest ended peacefully.   
 
Since dam removal was completed during the summer of 2015, there have been several large storm 
events.  The majority of the sediment that was expected to disperse has been redistributed 
downstream, and the channel is forming as expected.  As sediment evacuated from behind the dam, 
a timber crib structure, most likely associated with the original construction of the dam, was 
exposed.  ODFW and the appropriate agency and design staff continue to coordinate and it is 
anticipated this structure will be removed during the 2016 in-water work window.  
 
Wimer Dam  
Wimer Dam was built originally as a log crib in the early 1900’s and then converted to concrete 
structure in the 1930’s.  The dam was approximately 20 feet high with a weir crest length of 
approximately 77 feet.   
 
The dam, similar to Fielder Dam, was removed in a two phase approach.  Phase one included 
isolation of one portion of the dam with all remaining stream flows going through the other section 
of the dam.  After the first portion of the dam had been removed, phase two isolated the other 
portion of the dam water flowed through the newly opened channel while the remainder of the 
structure was removed.   
 
Just upstream of the project site is a private residential home very close to the streambank.  The 
bank is lined with bedrock which should keep the channel from moving and undermining the home.   
 
Oregon State University is evaluating the dam removal site.  Prior to the removal, upstream and 
downstream sites were ecologically distinct, but ecological recovery is expected within one year.   
 
7.  Public Comment Period 
Handout: 
OR Fish Passage Task Force Public Comment email from Steve Keeton regarding Fielder Dam.   
 
No public was present to comment, but the Task Force reviewed an email from Steve Keeton 
regarding Fielder Dam.   
 
Myers noted the importance of communicating with landowners prior to removal of a dam.  
Communications should include information on how the stream will function during the first few 
years after a dam is removed, and what is expected long-term. 
 
DeHart noted that the removal of the dams, while beneficial, will not fix all of the problems with 
the stream. 
 
Action: 
Greg Apke will forward the email from Steve Keeton to the Task Force regarding Fielder Dam. 
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Action: 
Willie Tiffany will responding to the email letting Mr. Keeton know the information was shared 
with the Task Force and thanking him for his correspondence.   
 
7.  ODFW Program Updates, Continued 
Herrera Pond Fish Passage Request 
Loffink presented an exemption request on an unnamed tributary to the Umpqua River.  This 
exemption is for a previously constructed reservoir owned by a private landowner.  The applicant 
needs to certify a water right with OWRD, but certification is contingent on fish passage approval.    
 
Upstream approximately 1,000 feet is a complete natural barrier.  Downstream, there are two partial 
barriers and one complete barrier.  Habitat conditions are poor with limited to zero spawning 
habitat, low flows, and a brushy overgrown channel dominated by fines and vegetation.   
 
Staff have reviewed the request and determined that providing passage at this pond would provide 
no appreciable benefit to native migratory fish.   
 
The Task Force will consider the request at a future meeting once the public comment period has 
ended. 
 
Forestry MOU 
An existing memorandum of understanding between ODFW and Oregon Department of Forestry 
(ODF) addresses how passage work is completed on lands overseen by ODF.  Loffink is working 
with ODF to update the agreement to include current fish passage criteria, reporting, and training.   
 
Artificial Beaver Dam Update 
Loffink provided an update on work to define and establish rules regarding artificial beaver dams 
(ABD) and stream restoration.  During the 2015 legislative session, several iterations of a bill were 
reviewed regarding artificial beaver dams in streams, but ultimately nothing was passed.   
 
Loffink is coordinating with DSL via a working group to establish rules for permitting of ABD.  
Current discussions include defining a plan for an expedited permit application process that would 
allow for installation of an ABD in non-fish and non-historically fish bearing streams 
 
7.  Legislative Session Update 
Apke and Tiffany discussed the 2016 Legislative session.  During odd years, the Legislative session 
is extended and addresses large issues.  During even years, a short 35 day session is held.  The short 
session was added to address non-substantial issues including minor policy tweaks and funding 
updates. 
 
ODFW tracked a small number of bills during the 2016 session including a bill on ABD, a 
moratorium on certain mining activities, and a pilot project providing increased control over 
wetland restoration activities when turning agricultural lands into wetlands in Tillamook County.   
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8.  American Fisheries Society Update 
Apke and Martin provided an overview of topics discussed the 2016 Oregon American Fisheries 
Society meeting.  A topic of interest included research on the importance of the estuarine 
environment to viability of salmon populations.   
 
8.  Seasonally Varying Flows 
Tim Hardin, ODFW Instream Flow Specialist, presented information on seasonally varying flows 
(SVF).  SVF includes the duration, timing, frequency, and volume of flows outside of the irrigation 
season that determine conditions for new or expanded water storage projects.  Those conditions are 
needed to protect and maintain the biological, ecological, and physical functions of the watershed 
downstream of the point of diversion.   

 
In Oregon, a variety laws have been enacted since 1955 to provide minimum stream flows that are 
sufficient for aquatic life.  The level and timing of flow has been considered since that time.  
Originally, maintaining a base level of water in the stream was considered adequate, but ecological 
flows that vary are now recommended as species are adapted to varying flows.  The ecological 
flows allow for connectivity, geomorphology, water quality, and species specific biological needs. 
 
Oregon has some funds available (established under Senate Bill 839) for water storage projects that 
meet certain conditions, including SVF.  SVF flow regimes would consider base, channel 
maintenance, connectivity, and migration flows to determination when the flow could be available 
for diversion.   
 
8.  December 2015 Storm and Emergency Actions and Fish Passage 
Myers continued the discussion on emergency work completed after recent storm damage.  Myers 
highlighted the need for permanent fish passage to be provided at sites where temporary fixes were 
put in place after the storm. 

 
The Task Force discussed the importance of providing guidance before and during emergencies.  
Including a list of what to do in the event of an emergency and working on plans for potential sites 
that may need emergency work completed was recommended.   
 
Discussion also centered on preparing a simplistic set of plans that may work for a variety of 
projects so that when an emergency happens the designs are already available.   
 
The Task Force recommended staff continue discussions and trainings about the importance of 
installing hydraulic facilities that are appropriately sized.   
 
8.  Passage Banking Habitat Calculator Analysis & Updates 
Bill Warncke, ODOT Aquatic Biology Program Lead, provided an update on culvert repair 
projects.  ODOT-ODFW Culvert Repair Programmatic.  Culverts repaired under this programmatic 
will have fish passage improvements incorporated into the project but will not be required to meet 
all fish passage criteria.   
 
Due to reduced staff and funding lead time, no sites were able to be repaired during the 2015 work 
period, but nine are in the ODOT cue for culvert repair work to be completed during 2016.  
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Originally, ODOT planned for regional staff to complete the work under this agreement, but they 
have been unable to complete it due to other responsibilities.  ODOT headquarters staff will be 
assisting with the culvert repair projects. 
 
ODOT will utilize information gathered through this pilot project as they seek additional funding 
for culvert projects during the next session of the Oregon Legislature. 
 
8.  Other Business 
Cunningham recommended the Task Force consider the definition of artificial obstruction.  As 
currently defined, only mechanical barriers to fish passage are included.  The Task Force has also 
expressed concern about other factors that may impact fish migration including water quality, 
sound, reduced oxygen, and temperature.   

 
The Task Force would like to consider recommending changes to the current definition of 
obstruction to include these additional characteristics.  Prior to redefining obstruction planning 
should be completed including: identification of parties responsible for the obstructions, 
documenting the nature of and magnitude of the impediments, and identifying how these 
obstructions affect fish passage.  

 
Action: 
Bill Cunningham will research the history of defining artificial obstruction in Oregon and potential 
implications for inclusion of additional characteristics of fish passage blockage. 

 
13.  Meeting Recap and Action Items 
Kingsley reviewed the action items. 
 
Items to be included in future meetings include: 

• Willamette Falls and lamprey passage 
• Bowman Dam 
• Fire impacts on watershed health 
• Recognition of fish passage partners 
• Recouping Program costs for plan approvals, waivers, and exemptions. 
• Fish passage exemptions in urban growth zones 
• Fish Passage Priority List update of sites where work has been or is scheduled to be 

completed 
• Large Passage Structure Needs 

o Hells Canyon Dam 
• Artificial Obstruction Definition Strategy and References 

o Chemical 
o Thermal 
o Acoustic 
o High and low streamflow 
o Effects of drought on fish passage 

• Conservation and Recovery Prioritization 
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18.  Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m. 
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